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CHAPTER ONE: 


EEDIN THE WIND 


"COME AKUMA. 
'T 1S TIME TO OPEN 
YOUR EYES. GOUKEN 
AND I ARE WAITING.” 


) "THERE (S NO TIME LEFT 
| TO DREAM, NO TIME LEFT | 
FOR REST. THE SUNIS | 
| CALLING AND THE EARTH } 
WAITS FOR NO MAN. 


Le 


"THE FIELDS WILL GROW, WHETHER 
TENDED TO OR NOT. THE SNOW WILL 
‘ FALL, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER 
* Kaw ¥ R ‘ ONE HAS SHELTER. THE WIND WILL 
. ,. BLOW EVEN IF WE MEAN TO SAIL 
> THE OTHER WAY...” 
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«THESE ARE WE MUST REMAIN 
THE THINGS A HUMBLE IN THE ARMS 
FARMER KNOWS OF THE EARTH. MUST 
THAT OTHERS REMEMBER THAT we 
FORGET. IT (S HER THAT THE MAN 


RULES L/S. / WHO BELIEVES 
{ THAT CONTROL [5S HIS, \ 
THAT HIS CHOICES 
DECIDE HIS ~ 
DIRECTION... HE IS 
7 BLINDED BY 
ARROGANCE 
FOR THE EARTH / 
OFFERS US LITTLE / 
\ CHOICE. 


QUIET 
YOURSELF 
AKUMA. 


I'M PRETTY 
CERTAIN HE CHOSE 
TO WAKE US, NOT 
THE “EARTH”. 


WE ARE \ 
{ BUT SEEDS IN \ 
THE WIND. WE 
FALL WHERE THIS 


WE MAY. 15 FRIGHTENING - 
— TO SOME. 


COMFORTING TO 
, OTHERS... 


"TODAY THE EA 
DEMANDS THAT We 
REAP WHAT HAS 
BEEN SOWN... 


LAY LOW 
IN THE HILLSIDE. 
BETTER TO BE 
PATIENT. TONIGHT 
We APPROACH. 


OMORROW IT 
BRING WHAT 
IT WILL BRING.” 


GO INSIDE. DINNER 
IS WAITING. FATHER 
WILL NOT MIND. WITH 
THE WORK YOU 
HAVE DONE HE 
WOULD NOT WANT Jf 
YOU TO WAIT 


COME MY BIG 
STRONG BOYS. 
FATHER MUST BE 
PROUD OF YOU 
BOTH. YOU HAVE 
WORKED LONG 
AND HARD. 


GOUKEN TAKE 
AKUMA. GO TO THE 
STABLE. DO NOT 
LET ANYONE SEE 
YOU. 


YOSHINORI 
WHAT IS IT? 


AS Tay 
BOVE! welt 


(5 THAT 
WHAT YOU'RE 
CALLING YOURSELF 
THESE DAYS? TELL ME 
GYUKI... THAT'S 
WHAT THEY USED TO 
CALL YOU, ISN'T IT?... 
WHAT SHOULD 
I CALL You? 


No--/ 

WHAT IS 
THIS? LEAVE 
US ALONE! 


AND WHEN YOUR LOVELY 

KITTEN CRIES OUT TO YOU 
FOR HELP? WHAT NAME 
DOES SHE CALL? 


LEAVE HERE. 


THIS IS 
PRIVATE PROPERTY. 
YOU ARE 
UNWELCOME. 


DON’T BE 
SO INHOSPITABLE. 

THINK ABOUT YOUR 
BOYS, SO HASTILY 
TUCKED AWAY OVER 
THERE. YOU NEVER 
KNOW... 


"THEY MIGHT LIKE 
TO HEAR A THING 
OR TWO ABOUT ? 
THEIR FATHER.” 


THEY MIGHT LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT 
GYUKI, FIRST GENERATION 
DISCIPLE OF GOUTETSU, MASTER 
SENSEI OF THE ANSATSUKEN 
SCHOOL OF KARATE. THEY MIGHT 
LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT 


THE FRIENDS YOU ONCE 
HAD. THE MEN WHO WERE 


LIKE BROTHERS TO YOU, 
TRAINED WITH YOU... 
MY FATHER ONE 
OF THEM. 


WRONG CHOICE OF WORDS 
GYGKI. I KNOW WHAT HAPPENS 
TO THOSE WHO CALL YOU 
FRIEND. T KNOW ALL ABOUT 
IT. [T'S WHY YOU DROWN 
YOURSELF IN THESE RICE 
FIELDS, ISN'T IT? TO 
KEEP EVERYONE 
AWAY? 


HIDING YOUR 
BOYS FROM THE WORLD... 

I WONDER, HAVE YOU TAUGHT 
THEM TO FIGHT YET? LIKE 
GOUTETSU DID FOR YOU, HAVE 
YOU SHOWN THEM THE 
STRENGTH, THE DISCIPLINE 

> OF ANSATSUKEN? 


OR ARE YOU 
WORRIED THEY WILL 
LOSE THEIR WAY? 
BECOME SEDUCED BY 
THE DARK SIDE OF 
THE ART... ITS 
ARSENAL OF KILL 
TECHNIQUES... 
ARE YOU 
WORRIED THEY 
MIGHT ONE DAY BEGIN 


SECRETLY TRAINING 
TO HARNESS THE 
DARK HADO AS 

YOU DID? 


(T'S OKAY BOYS. 
I KNOW HOW YOU MUST 


I KNOW NOTHING OF THE PEOPLE 
YOU SPEAK OF. I’M NOT SURE WHAT 
(T IS YOU WANT BUT YOU HAVE 
MISTAKEN ME FOR SOMEONE 
ELSE. 


‘ 
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PLEASE 
FRIEND... LET MY 
FAMILY BE. 
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FEEL RIGHT NOW. I TOO 
WAS FRIGHTENED WHEN 
I LEARNED OF MY 
FATHER’S TERRIBLE 
PAST. 


MY FATHER, 
YOUR FATHER... MANY 
OF GOUTETSU'S FIGHTERS 
BECAME OBSESSED WITH THE 
DARK HADO. WHEN GOUTETSU 
DISCOVERED THIS HE DISMISSED 
: THEM. MANY BEGAN 
INSTEAD TO WORK AS 
ASSASSINS. 


MANY... 
INCLUDING 
you. 

BUT, AS I HAVE 
BEEN TOLD, YOUR 
CONSCIENCE SOON 
WEAKENED. FRIGHTENED 
BY THE BLACKNESS OF 
YOUR SOUL YOU SOON 
CONDEMNED THE 
KILLING ELEMENTS 
OF ANSATSUKEN. 


YOUR DECISION TO I HAVE SPENT A LIFETIME 
FIRST KILL ALL OF YOUR LOOKING TO THE SKY FOR 
FELLOW ASSASSINS, ANSWERS AND FOUND NONE. 
HOWEVER, DEFIES NOW, IT SEEMS, THE WIND 
CATEGORIZATION. HAS INSTEAD BLOWN 
ME HERE. 


L DON'T 


KNOW WHAT You \ 
ARE TALKING 
ABOUT... 


ENOUGH! 


b>? 


YOUR LIES ADMIT YOUR 
WiLL NoT SAVE UISHONOR OR 
you! ApmIT WHO ~WATCH WHAT 
YOU ARE AND , HAPPENS TO 
FIGHT! 
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CHAPTER TWO: 


BLOODLINES 


« ~ ? Lal 5 
‘SHES SICK. | aa 
I'S BEEN FOUR 2 
DAYS. SHE “+ 
HASN'T EATEN.” . 
~— ; ad : é 


i. 6 


= .L'VE BEGUN 
TO THINK SHE'S 
a EFUSING 
(T'S NOT . 
THAT SIMPLE. AT sd — 5 ’ 
FIRST I THOUGHT ” : 2 
SHE WAS TOO WEAK 4 : . 


TO EAT. BUT 


THEN SHE'S 
NOT SICK AT ALL. 
JUST REFUSING TO 
FIGHT. DOES THIS 
SURPRISE YOU? 


WATCH YOUR 
TONGUE BOY. YOUR 
ANGER ACCOMPLISHES 
NOTHING RIGHT 
NOW. 


WHAP 
WHAP 


WwHAP 
WHAP 


$0 
HOW SHOULD 
IT ACT THEN 
GOUKEN? 


SMILE WHILE 
WE RUN FROM 


NOW IS NOT 


Cine toe THE TIME aie RISKY — 
EXPOSURE. THINK AKUMA. ere 
~~ mol HE coy Sul FATHER of 
BECAUSE HIS FATHER WAS / a 
PLAN? KILLED. HE WILL WANT TO KILL > 


US TOO. HE FEARS THE SAME 
FATE WILL HAPPEN 


FATHER 
GREW SLOW AND 
WEAK PICKING RICE, 
PRETENDING TO BE THAT'S WHY 
SOME FARMER. HE'S DEAD NOW. HE 
FORGETTING GAVE UP HIS STRENGTH 
WHO HE WAS. FOR HER... NOW SHES 
TOO WEAK TO EVEN 
WANT TO STAY 
ALIVE. 


TO KEEP 
US HIDING LIKE 
INIMALS. SCARED. 
WAITING. 
FOR WHAT? 
FOR SOMEONE TO 
COME KILL YOU 
TOO? 


AND ‘ 
wuat’s youR Yaar 
ANSWER? 4 
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THAT BEAR YOU FOUGHT HAD 
IT SEEMS TAKEN UP RESIDENCE ON MY 
LOWE YOUA PROPERTY. BEEN ENJOYING THE 
FAVOUR. _4 EASY PICKINGS OF MY LIVESTOCK ™ IN THE FUTURE 
A FOR WEEKS. IT WAS NOT HARD HOWEVER, FOR 
TO CATCH HIM AFTER YOUR YOUR SAKE, YOU MIGHT 
ENCOUNTER. 4 WANT To REFRAIN 
FROM ATTACKING A 
BEAST LIKE THAT 


f RELAX BOY, A 
YOU HAVE BEI 


EN 
HERE FOR DAYS 
iS 


ONE MORE? 


BESIDES, 
YOU HAVE NOWHERE 
‘0 GO. YOUR BROTHER 


WILL SURELY HAVE a 


MOVED ON BY 
NOW. 


we eee eee 
WORD OF YOUR FATHER’S = 2 oe a 
DEATH SPREAD QUICKLY, THE 
WIND HAS A WAY OF CARRYING 
EVERY WHISPER OUT HERE WHEN T FOUND \ 
IN THE HILLS. YOU IN THE FOREST “) 
— 


I COULD HARDLY BELIEVE 
YOUR BROTHER THE RESEMBLANCE. THE 
WOULD BE WISE TO SPITTING IMAGE OF WHY OF 
ASSUME THOSE SAME YOUR FATHER AT COURSE... 
WHISPERS MIGHT LEAD YOUR AGE. oO (4 


IS ENEMIES Ti YOU... 
aaa ~ YOU KNEW MY 
FATHER? 


DO 
TI KNOW YOU'RE 


NOT ONE OF 
THEM? = 


BEEEEVAGE EEES (ee 


| RETSU HERE IS V I HAVE COME TO REALIZE \| 
Ti LEAVING TOMORROW MY PLACE IS TO BE FIXATED 


BROTHER. VISIT AND MANY LEAVE BUT 
< ITS gia PLACE ONLY 
STAY. c 


MY BROTHER ‘ 
IS GONE. 


WON'T FIND 
HIM. HE DOESN'T 
WANT TO BE 
FOUND. HE ONLY 
TRUSTS HIMSELF. 
BUT IM HERE... 


wlF YOU KNOW 
MY FATHER THEN YOU Vu 
KNOW ME. I WANT TO = 
KNOW WHAT HE 
KNEW... 


VERY WELL. 
wa IF par (S YOUR 

WANT TO KNOW CHOICE... 

ANSATSUKEN. 


CHAPTER THREE: : 


WAIT IN 


" THE CAR. YOU ae 
WON'T BE NEEDED | pit (eb Ei gey 
i Here. Of vat 


BS Oe00 oe 
FOOTWORK aa ae 
|S THE FOUNDATION ‘1 | 


iI] OF BALANCE. NEVER 
NEGLECT YOUR 
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L~ INTERESTING ~ 
LIFE YOU HAVE HERE. 
MY GRANDFATHER USED 
TO TELL US FAIRYTALES OF 
ANCIENT GHOSTS INTHE ] J | 
FOREST. I WOULD NEVER 
HAVE GUESSED YOU 
ACTUALLY EXIST. you 
ARE A HARD 
MAN TO FIND 
GOUTETSU. 
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FORGIVE 
MY RUDENESS... 
I KNOW NOT 
WHO You 
ARE. 


WHO I AM 
(5 UNIMPORTANT. WHAT 
I DO IS FAR MORE 
INTERESTING. TMA FIGHT 
PROMOTER. 
IN TOKYO. YOU 
HAVE HEARD OF 
TOKYO, YES? 


OVER THE YEARS I'VE WORKED WITH A 
NUMBER OF YOUR FORMER STUDENTS. YOU'VE 
PRODUCED SOME OF THE MOST RELIABLE 
FIGHTERS IN MY STABLE. YOUR OUTPUT 
(IS IMPRESSIVE. 


YOU MIGHT 
SAY...HEH... 
WE'RE BUSINESS 
PARTNERS YOU 
AND TI. 


SOME OF MY CURRENT FIGHTERS, THOSE THAT 
HAVE STUDIED UNDER YOU, CAN'T STOP TALKING 
» ABOUT A YOUNG FIGHTER TRAINING HERE IN £ 
RECENT YEARS. STRONG, CONTROLLED... 
THE QUICKEST, MOST DANGEROUS 
THEY'VE SEEN. 


— 
ar 
MY FASTEST LEARNER. BUILT 


FOR FIGHTING. THEY CAN ONLY 
BE REFERRING TO AKUMA. 


~ PERHAPS 
YOU COULD HELP 
PERSUADE HIM 
TO SPEAK WITH 
Me. 


HERE WE HONOR OUR STUDENTS’ YOU HAVE HEARD 
\ FREEDOM TO MAKE THEIR OWN ~ OF HONOR, YES? _/ 
at CHOICES. a) 


YOU WILL 
FIND HIM OUT 
BACK. IN THE 

GARDEN. 


YOU MUST 
BE HIM. 


OF YOURS ARE NEW 
FRIENDS OF MINE. YOUR 
FORMER SPARRING 
PARTNERS SPEAK 
HIGHLY OF YOU. OF 
YOUR SKILLS. 


SATO 
TOLD ME I'D 

FIND YOU HERE. 
HE'S RELIEVED HIS 
ELBOW HAS FINALLY 
STRAIGHTENED BY 
THE WAY. HE SENDS J 

HIS REGARDS. A | 


ASK HIM 
WHY HE LEFT 
$0 SOON. 


NOT EVERYONE HAS SATO IS YOUNG. LOOKING FORWARD 
THE TEMPERAMENT . TO WHAT LIFE MIGHT BE BEFORE He's 
TO LIVE BY SUCH... STUCK LOOKING BACK AT WHAT 
HUMBLE 3 IT WAS...OR MAYBE WHAT 
STANDARDS. Te | (IT WASNT. LDON'T 
we BLAME HIM FOR 
WANTING MORE. 
\. WHY, DO You? 


AKUMA. 
YOU SEEM LIKE 
A SERIOUS MAN SO I 
WON'T WASTE YOUR TIME. 

TI HAVE TRAVELLED A 
LONG WAY TODAY 
BECAUSE I WANTED 
TO MEET YOU. 


I WANT TO KNOW 
WHY IT IS YOU INSIST ON HIDING OUT HERE IN 
THE HILLS. WHETHER YOU MIGHT CONSIDER LEAVING. 


YOU ARE A... AHHH, IT IS DIFFICULT 
you 


TO EXPRESS. 

BIGGER THAN THIS 
LIFE AKUMA. YOU MUST 
KNOW THAT. WITH THE 
RIGHT GUIDANCE 


I ORGANIZE 
PRIZE FIGHTS 
THROUGHOUT TOKYO. 
IT AM WELL KNOWN. 
A MAN OF YOUR STATURE 
AND SKILL, WITH MY 
GUIDANCE... WE CAN 
MAKE A LOT OF 


ROOM, 
BOARD, FOOD... 
ALL EXPENSES 
WILL BE PAID 
FOR. 


AND 
YOU WOULDN'T 
BE ALONE. I TOLD 
YOU MANY OF 
YOUR OLD FRIENDS 
WORK FOR ME. 


TALK TO 
THEM AND YOU'LL \¥ 
SEE. YOU'LL SEE 
THE LIFE I'VE 
GIVEN THEM. 


THERE IS 
SO MUCH MORE 
BEYOND THE RICE 
FIELDS AKUMA, IF 
ONLY YOU WOULD 
EXPLORE IT. 


«YOU TRULY ARE YOUR 
FATHER’S SON. ALWAYS DRAWN 
TO A FIGHT. EVEN IF IT IS WITH 

YOURSELF. 


YOU HAVE 
DECIDED TO GO 
. WITH HIM. 


PLEASE. COME INSIDE. 
ANSWERS TO DIFFICULT 
QUESTIONS HAVE A WAY OF 
REVEALING THEMSELVES 
IN DUE TIME. 


PERHAPS 
I SHOULD 
REPHRASE, 


HAVE 
YOU DECIDED 
TO GO? 


GIVEN ME A HOME 
HERE. HOW CAN 


I FEEL AS THOUGH 
THERE IS SOMETHING 
BEYOND THESE HILLS. 
SOMETHING CALLING 


(T'S NOT 
THAT SIMPLE 
MASTER. 


. 


YOUR TRAINING 
HAS CHANGED MY 
BODY FROM THAT OF 
A CHILD... SMALL, WEAK... 
TO THAT OF A MAN. 
FOR THAT I AM 
GRATEFUL. 


YOUR LOGIC 
(S TROUBLING 
AKUMA. THIS IS 
A SLIPPERY 
SLOPE. 


YOUR FATHER’S 
CHOICES AWAKENED 
HIM TO THE DARKNESS 
IN MEN... A DARKNESS HE 
WOULD NEVER WANT 
YOU TO KNOW. 


THE REGRET 
HE CARRIED NEVER 
LEFT HIM. THE FACT THAT 
HE SHELTERED YOU AND 
YOUR BROTHER FROM 
THE TRUTH IS PROOF 
OF THAT. 


OHH? 
AND WHO IS 
THAT? 


4 
DON’T 
‘ YOU SEE? 
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BUT CAN I REALLY CALL MYSELF A MAN IF I NEVER LEAVE 
HERE? MY FATHER'S SHELTER ON THE FARM TURNED TO 
MY BROTHER'S SHELTER IN THE MOUNTAINS 


AND NOW YOUR SHELTER HERE. 


WHAT KIND 
OF A MAN WILL I BE IF T AM 
ONLY EVER TUCKED AWAY FROM 
THE WORLD? EVEN MY FATHER, 
DESPITE THE LIFE YOU GAVE 
HIM, FELT THE NEED TO 
SEEK MORE-- 


YOUR FATHER 
LOST HIS WAY 
AND PAID A DIRE 
PRICE. MORE THAN 


MAYBE THAT 
SHELTER, LIKE 
THE ONE T HIDE IN 
HERE, HAS ONLY 
KEPT ME FROM 
WHO I TRULY 
AM. 


MY NAME IS 
GOUKEN. OLDER 
BROTHER TO 


THERE ARE VERY FEW THINGS “3 I CAN ONLY 
I KNOW FOR CERTAIN GOUKEN. Y ASSUME YOU HAVE 
\ ONE IS THAT AN OLDER BROTHER BEEN MONITORING 


CAN NEVER ABANDON A A HIS TRAINING FROM J 
SIBLING. AFAR. 


AND HERE 
YOU ARE. BUT A 
FEW FEET AWAY. 

WHY NOW? 


TO OFFER AKUMA HAS 
YOU MY DEEPEST BECOME LIKE A 
THANKS. SON. NO GRATITUDE 
IS REQUIRED. 


AND I SEE THAT 
LIKE MOST ELDER 
BROTHERS YOU CARRY 
SUCH WEIGHT ON 
YOUR SHOULDERS. 


GOUKEN. YOU HAVE 
NOTHING TO FEAR 
HERE. OUT WITH 
THE TRUTH. 


THE DEATH OF 
MY FATHER WOUNDED : 
ME DEEPLY, ™ 3%. Gola == 
GOUTETSU. IN MANY 
WAYS... 


"LEARNING ABOUT MY FATHER'S 
SECRET PAST WAS TOO MUCH FOR 
MY YOUNG MIND TO PROCESS. 


"THAT THE SIMPLE RICE FARMER 
I KNEW WAS ONCE A MURDEROUS 
ASSASSIN... THAT THE HANDS HE USED 
TO HOLD HIS CHILDREN WERE ONCE 
USED TO CRIPPLE AND KILL... [T WAS 
BEYOND MY COMPREHENSION. 


AND NOW? 


A SUDDEN 
CHANGE OF 
PERSPECTIVE? 
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"THE SHOCK MADE ME LINTRUSTING... 


OF ANYONE. !F ONE CANNOT TRUST HIS 
FATHER THAN WHOM CAN HE TRUST? FROM 
THAT DAY FORWARD I WAS DETERMINED TO 

PROTECT MY FAMILY ON MY OWN TERMS. 


"RELYING ON THE ONLY PERSON 
WHOSE INTENTIONS I WAS 
CLEARLY CERTAIN OF. ME.” 


CARING FOR 
MY MOTHER WAS 
NOT EASY. HER 
MIND... THE TRAUMA 
SEEMED TO DRAIN 
HER OF THE WILL 
TO LIVE. 


THE CHANGE 
HAS BEEN FAR 
FROM SUDDEN. A 
SLOW AGONY, 


GOUTETSU... SHE OFTEN 


REFUSED TO TALK. 
SOMETIMES EVEN REFUSING 
TO EAT. THERE WERE WEEKS 
SHE SEEMED HER OLD SELF BUT 
THEN... THEN OTHERS WHEN 
SHE WOULD REGRESS. 
UNTIL... 


«THAT A MAN PLEASE GOUTETSU.. I HUMBLY 
CANNOT STAND) ASK THAT YOU ALLOW ME 
Ee. TO STAY. ALLOW ME TO 
TRAIN WITH-- 


"I MIGHT HAVE SAVED HER 
HAD I NOT BEEN SO PRIDEFUL. 
I THOUGHT MY CARE WOULD 
BE ENOUGH. IT WAS NOT. 


"ONCE HE HAS 
SEEN ALL HE 
NEEDS TO SEE.” 


"UNTIL HER MIND FINALLY 
GREW SO ILL THAT I COULD 
NOT REACH HER. HER BODY 

SOON FOLLOWED. I MIGHT 
HAVE SAVED HER IF... IF... 


"I HAVE SINCE DONE 
LITTLE MORE THAN 
WANDER... IN ANGUISH. 
ONLY TO KNOW NOW...” 


YOU MUSTN’T PUNISH 
YOURSELF ANY LONGER. 
YOUR PENANCE IS OVER. 

THIS |S YOUR NEW 


AND AKUMA? AHH. AS ONE WAVE HEADS FOR 
IT HAS BEEN SHORE, ANOTHER BEGINS TO 
SO LONG. RISE. IT IS YOUR TRAINING 

THAT MUST NOW 
BEGIN. 
AKUMA 
HAS LEFT. 
I CAN ONLY 
HOPE HE WILL 
RETURN... 


CHAPTER FOUR: 


BEYOND THE HILLS 


a + £ <p -A 
Cohyo. a — 
|| Some years later. |) =Dyy 


NO PROBLEM. 
FOLLOW ME. 


I ONLY HAVE 
YOu AMERICAN. 
LOOK LOST, 
MY FRIEND. NOT 


FROM HERE? 


I WAS TOLD 
I COULD FIND 
SOME ACTION. |S a 4 A 
THIS THE RIGHT *F, \ / 


PLACE? 
! / 
COULD BE. | 
MY ENGLISH IS F 
BAD. I NEED TO KNOW 
ail WE ARE SPEAKING THE 
SAME LANGUAGE. THREE ROUNDS PER | 


FIGHT, IF THEY LAST 
THAT LONG. y 


BET ON WHOEVER 
YOU WANT FOR WHATEVER 
AMOUNT. YOU WILL SEE MEN IN 
THE CROWD WITH RED ARM 
BANDS. PLACE BETS WITH THEM. 
MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND 
NEEDS APPROVAL. 


BETTER 
HURRY, 
FRIEND... 
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ROUND ONE! 


IE CHINESE 


“ae TAL 
FIGHTER IS TOO LOOSE. 
HIS ATTACKS ARE 
OBVIOUS, TELEGRAPHED 
BY HIS EYES. 


"THE AMERICAN /S 
STRONG BUT SLOW. 
THAT KICK SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN EASILY 

DEFENDED’ 


"A NOVICE FOLLOW UP. IT'S 
= LIKE THE CHINESE GUY 
Res) | AS NEVER TRAINED! 
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YOU'RE 
= A FIGHTER. 
YOU KNOW. 


Yue 
| COMPLAIN. HOW'S 
BD) THE COUNT? 
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GOOD 
TO SEE TO YOU 
AGAIN AKUMA. 
IT'S BEEN A FEW 
YEARS, NO? 


HOW IS 
THE OLD MAN, 
GOUTETSU? 


— 


I'VE NOTICED YOU'VE 
BEEN ATTENDING MY FIGHTS NOW 
AND AGAIN. IS THIS JUST THE CANDLE 
CALLING TO THE MOTH? OR ARE YOU 
FINALLY CONSIDERING MY OFFER? 
A FIGHTER WITH YOUR SKILL 
SHOULD BE IN THE RING. 


UR 
FIGHTERS LACK 
HONOR. 


PERHAPS... 
BUT NO MORE 
THAN MOST 
MEN. 


A BOY FROM 
THE HILLS COMES 
TO THE CITY IN SEARCH 
OF HONOR... YOU MAY AS 

WELL GO BACK AKUMA. 

TOKYO WILL NEVER 
SUIT YOU. 


TOKYO 
INTRIGUES 
Me. 


HA. YOU'RE A TERRIBLE LIAR. 
THAT CONTEMPT IN YOUR EYES... 
TOKYO TORMENTS 
YOU. 
IT’S OKAY. 
IT TORMENTS 
US ALL. 


IT’S ALSO 
CLEAR YOU HAVE 
A STRONG... 
DISTASTE FOR 
ME. FOR WHAT 
IDO. 


I WOULDN'T 
EXPECT YOU TO 
COMPREHEND. YOU'RE 
YOUNG. ALL YOU KNOW 
IS WHAT YOU SEE. 


LITTLE KNOWLEDGE | 


OF THE PAST. 


THEIR BOMBS ON US. TO SHOW THE |= 


WORLD THEIR STRENGTH. 


YOU SPEAK LOOSELY 
OF HONOR. THE WAY AN 
ANGRY CHILD WOULD WHEN HE 
FIRST CATCHES HIS PARENTS 
IN A LIE. AND LIKE A CHILD YOu 
HAVE YET TO LEARN THE 
WORLD'S GREATEST 


. THAT HONOR 
(5 A FIGMENT OF THE 
IMAGINATION. THE PRIDE MEN 
CLING TO IN HELPING THEM 
THROUGH THEIR LOWLY 
EXISTENCE. 


"BURNED OUR SKIES. 
TURNED OUR PEOPLE 
AND THEIR PRECIOUS 


WHEN WE 
FINALLY AWOKE, THE 
AMERICAN WAY HAD 
ARRIVED... SHOVING 

ITS VALUES DOWN 
OUR THROATS. 


f THERE WAS 
/ NO HONOR IN WHAT 
HAPPENED TO US. NO 
AMOUNT OF HONOR 
THAT COULD HAVE 
SAVED US. 


WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR YOU'LL FIND 


NOWHERE BUT AT THE BOTTOM OF YOU TALK AS 
A BOTTOMLESS PIT. THOUGH YOU THINK 


I WANT SOMETHING / 
FROM YOU. . 


YOU WANT WHAT 
EVERYONE WANTS. 
A ANSWERS. 


x YOU TRAVEL FROM 
THE UNTOUCHED HILLS TO THIS JUNGLE, 

YOU WANDER INTO MY ESTABLISHMENT, YOU SEE 
FIGHTERS SELL THEIR HONOR FOR A HANDFUL OF 
MONEY AND YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW THIS IS ALL 

POSSIBLE. IF HONOR IS LOST, WHAT'S LEFT? 
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TO CHEER ONE OF 


4 
A — hy THEIR OWN. 
eh. THEY WAGER 


WITH THEIR ARROGANCE. 
WE PAY THEM BACK IN 
COUNTERFEIT CASH. MY 
FIGHTERS LOSE FACE BUT 
GAIN THE ONLY THING 
THAT MATTERS IN THE 
NEW JAPAN... 


THESE AMERICAN 
VISITORS LOVE THE 
BLOODLUST. WE GIVE 
c THEM WHAT THEY WANT. A 
y GOOD FIGHT. A REASON 


(T'S TIME 
TO GROW 
UP AKUMA. 
WORK FOR ME. 
GIVE THEM 
A SHOW. 
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HELP ME 
PUNISH THEIR 
ARROGANCE. 


GOUTETSU. 
A LETTER HAS 
ARRIVED FOR 

YOu. 
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Master Gouteteu. A rage grows 
in me since I left the Was Feel 
must return. Yet af 


times, feel as though I cannot: 


IS. SCHEDULED FF 


WELL BRED. 
HE WILL GET HIS CHANCE. 
TO FALL IN THE THIRD ROUND. 
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CHAPTER €IVE: 


IS THIS 
AVISIT ORA 
HOMECOMING? 


$0 YOU HAVE 
RETURNED. 


I HAVE 
RETURNED HOME. a f HR iH ; ; 
TO PLACE MYSELF : = a? HME. 
BEFORE YOU ONCE A‘4 i Pee WHY NOW? 
AGAIN. — Mal AFTER SO LONG, 
j \ - NV WHY BOTHER TO 
RETURN? 


IT HAVE COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT 
A MANS PATH IS NARROW... THAT, 
ULTIMATELY, EVERY MAN HAS ONE 


THING HE IS BORN TO DO. 5 | k vs iv 

> THE REST Bie s a ia al i denen i 
Coes ee, uk "  SRGan Be 
REALIZE HIS WORTH OR . s Re Boe | epee] | | 
DISTRACT HIM FROM HIS y “= EESEee | a | | 
eos kaentp me Ta0GSS Geoeee 


I AM TIRED OF THE 
DISTRACTIONS. I AM A FIGHTER, 
READY TO EXTEND MYSELF TO THE 
FULLEST. I WANT TO LEARN ALL THERE 
|S TO BE LEARNED AND I UNDERSTAND 
NOW THAT IT IS ONLY YOU WHO 
CAN PROVIDE SUCH oa 

KNOWLEDGE. YOU MUST KNOW, THE FINAL 
AKUMA, THAT THERE ¢ EVOLUTION IS THAT 
IS LITTLE MORE TI > A OF THE MIND. 
CAN TEACH YOU... — 


ACHIEVING THIS 
ae aes , \ REQUIRES A COMPLETE 


UNDERSTANDING OF 
ONESELF... A TOTAL 
FUSION OF BODY 
AND SPIRIT. 


AND HOW 
IS THIS TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED, 
MASTER? 


"YOU MUST JOIN MY 
OTHER PUPILS WHO 
HAVE TAKEN REFUGE 
IN THE MOLINTAINS. 


"T 16 THERE WHERE YOLI MAY 
| FINALLY BECOME WHOLE. BLT 

KNOW THAT WHAT YOU SEEK WILL 
NOT COME EASILY, IF AT ALL. 
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"YOU WILL HAVE . Pe 
NO FOOD AND NO , 
PROVISIONS FOR ; . 
MANY DAYS. ‘ ? : 
” Pea 
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"YOU WILL BE ALONE. J 
AWAITING THE “ ‘ 4 
ENLIGHTENMENT ; : 
YOU SEEK WILL BE A : 
MATTER OF UTTER 8 . A : 
MENTAL FORTITUDE. e ° . ‘ 


"THIS IS SOMETHING 
EARNED ONLY BY 
THE ELITE. 


"MANY STUDENTS WHO 
REACH THIS FINAL PHASE 
ARE UNABLE TO COMPLETE 

'T, AND SO NEVER TRULY 

KNOW WHO THEY ARE.” 


DO YOU KNOW 
HOW LONG YOU 

HAVE BEEN 
HERE? 


DO NOT DRINK I HAVE BROUGHT 
TOO FAST. YOUR BODY FOOD, BUT WE 
WILL NOT HANDLE THE 4 WILL WORK UP 
SHOCK. TO IT. 


MASTER GOUTETSU IS IMPRESSED. 
OF ALL WHO WERE SENT INTO 
THE MOUNTAINS, ONLY YOU AND 
ONE OTHER WERE ABLE TO 


SUSTAIN. THOUGH YOU 

MAY NOT REALIZE IT, 

YOU HAVE BROUGHT 

YOUR BODY TO 

WITHIN DAYS OF 
TH. 


BUT...WHAT (5 THE 
PURPOSE? I DONT 
UNDERSTAND... 


WHILE YOUR MIND MAY HAVE NEVER REALIZED HOW CLOSE IT WAS TO DEATH, 
YOUR SPIRIT SENSED THE POSSIBILITY OF THE END. THIS IS A CLARITY ONLY 
FEW ENJOY. THIS IS THE PATH TO ENLIGHTENMENT. 
SO TELL ME GOLKEN, 
WHAT IS IT THAT YOUR SPIRIT 
TELLS YOU... WHAT IS IT THAT 
YOUR SPIRIT, HAVING SENSED 
THE END, NOW KNOWS 
FOR CERTAIN? 


WE MUST REMAIN HUMBLE IN THE ARMS 
OF THE EARTH. WE MUST REMEMBER THAT 
(T IS HER THAT RULES US. THE GIFTS 
GIVEN TO US ARE PRECIOUS AND FRAGILE... 
EASILY LOST. THOSE THAT FIGHT 
MUST FIGHT TO PROTECT. THERE 
IS NOTHING ELSE. 


COME 
WITH ME 
GOUKEN. 


YOUR WORDS 
ARE NOBLE, WARRIOR. AND 
DESPITE MY BEST EFFORTS, 
I CANNOT DETECT A HINT 
OF INSINCERITY. 


IT IS FOR THIS 

REASON I MUST 

ASK ONE FINAL 
QUESTION... 


«THE VILLAGE IN 
THE VALLEY. YOU MUST 
HAVE NOTICED IT. IT IS ONE 
OF THE FEW THINGS TO 
LOOK AT HERE. 


I NEED YOU 
TO FOCUS ON 
IT NOW..AND TO 
LISTEN VERY 
CAREFULLY... 


IN THIS VILLAGE 
RESIDES THE MAN WHO 
KILLED YOUR FATHER, ALONG 
WITH HIS COMPANIONS. THEY'VE 
GROWN OLDER NOW. HAVE FAMILIES 
OF THEIR OWN. WITH YOUR LEVEL 
OF TRAINING AND SKILL THEY WOULD 
» BE LITTLE CHALLENGE TO YOU. 4 
AND SO I MUST ASK... 


HAS 
YOUR ANSWER 
CHANGED? 


THEN YOUR 
TRAINING IS RETSU... aes 
COMPLETE. THE OTHER BROTHER. 
YOU SPOKE OF... Pe . 
THE OTHER TO e sta HAS 
COMPLETE THE ETURNED = 
TRAINING. 


"wAND HAS COME 
TO AN AWAKENING 
a OF HIS OWN.” 
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you 
KILLED MY 
FATHER... 


wHEEUAMA SEN 
SCOUGHE a Sa \ 
A, HAHAAA... ST 1 | 
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«YOUR ¥ 4, WAS A STUDENT No § 
FIGHTING STYLE... OF HIS DID YOL \ 
ANZATSUKEN... KNOW THAT? HOW... 
SCOUGH COUGH 3 SCOUGH= 
G-GOUTETSU HAS / «.H-HOW COULD 
TAUGHT YOU W-WELL... 4 
HAH 


TO FIND YOUR 
FATHER’ 


IT AM HERE TO 


HAS HE... 
HAHAAA... STARVED 
YOU IN THE MOLINTAINS 
YET? SENT >COUGH=< 
HIS ERRAND BOY TO 
TEST YOU? 


DO YOU! WANT 
TO KNOW WHAT 

MY TEST W-WAS? 
0O YOU? 


CHAPTER SIX: 


hy A Ya | 


PROTECT 
HIM. 


x 


THERE 
IS NO NEED. 
HE WILL HAVE 
YOu. 


UHHH. 


NNO. HE... 
PLEASE... 


HE WONT... 
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BUT HE IS GONE 
NOW. 


1 THE BOY.., 
YOU MUST TAKE 
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Bl THE DEVIL 
HAVE NO ONE... 


"ANSATSUKEN, MY 
PUPILS, IS LITTLE 
MORE THAN THE 


MANY FORMS. 
"7S ARSENAL 15 BUT | 
A MERE PAINT BRUSH, 


ECT TO THE 
Wed Co age Lplhec THERE WILL 
THOSE WI 
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STRIKE AGGRESSIVELY... ‘S > 
VIOLENTLY, RECOGNIZING ) q 
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———ont 1 ! wf OTHERS WILL 
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YOU AKUMA. 


N CONSUMES 


HOW QUICKLY YOU 
FORGET WHAT IT WAS 
YOU TOLD ME WHEN YOU 
FIRST BEGAN YOUR 
TRAINING. 


YOU ARE 
WHAT YOU ARE 
BECAUSE YOU 

HAVE MADE 
(IT 50. 


/ WHAT YOU FAIL TO SEE IS THAT \ 
THE PATH YOU ARE CHOOSING 
(S AN ENDLESS AND LONELY 
ONE. 


WE CAN ALL 
BE SEDUCED BY 
DARKNESS 
AKUMA. BUT T 
IMPLORE YOU 
SON... 


+: ABANDON 
IT AS YOUR 
FATHER DID, 
BEFORE IT IS 
TOO LATE. 
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See) a oe 
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PNG, ah —_ 
EVERY 

ATTACK IS 


A CHOICE 
AKUMA... 
) > 
‘ee 2 | 
i 5 52 


EVERY 
COMBINATION 
CALCULATION... 
A DECISION... 


«lS ONE STEP YOU 
MIGHT HAVE TAKEN 
AWAY FROM IT. 
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"COME, RYU. IT 1S TIME TO | 
OPEN YOUR EYES. THERE 
1S MUCH WORK TO BE 
DONE. MUCH MORE 
TRAINING TO COMPLETE.” 


"AH. VERY GOOD SON. THEN YOU 
ARE READY. EACH NEW DAY 
REWARDS THOSE WHO ARE READY. 
THE SUN 'S CALLING ANO THERE IS 
MUCH I WANT TO TEACH YOU. SO 
MUCH I WANT YOU TO TEACH ME.” 


4 SGRRE8tt (eee 


"WE TRAIN TO FIGHT, HOWEVER 
FIGHTING (6 NOTHING BUT AN 
EXPRESSION... THE STATEMENT 
ONE OFFERS THE WORLD. THE 
CHALLENGE RYU, 1S DETERMINING 
THE STATEMENT YOU WISH TO 
MAKE. WHAT I WANT TO KNOW (3 
WHAT YOU WISH TO SAY.” 


BUT HOW 
WILL I KNOW 


THAT WHAT 


I CHOOSE IS 
RIGHT? 
WE CAN 
NEVER KNOW. 
THAT IS WHY IT IS 
| SO IMPORTANT. 
OKAY. 
I UNDERSTAND... 
I THINK. BUT 
WHEN WILL 
WE-- 


MASTER! Y \/ IY 
100K! 
BA) 


MASTER 
RETSUS 


YOU'RE BACK! I AM SORRY I HAD TO 
YOU'VE BEEN GONE LEAVE YOU YOUNG 
SO LONG! 


DON'T 
LEAVE AGAIN. 
PROMISE YOU 
WON'T LEAVE. S———- 
<i 


PROMISE: 


HEHE ALRIGHT." BUT RIGHT NOW I NEED 
YOU HAVE MY | YOUR HELP RYU. MY OLD 
PROMISE. BONES NEED A REST. 
TAKE MY THINGS AND 
RUN INSIDE. 


WHEN You 
LEFT IT HARDLY 
EXPECTED IT WOULD 
BE FOR THREE 
MONTHS. 


RETSU... 
T AM FILLED WITH 
PEACE KNOWING 
YOU ARE SAFELY 
RETURNED. 


NOR DID 
I. THE JOURNEY 
WAS MORE 
ARDUOUS THAN T 
ANTICIPATED. 


I AM GLAD TO BE HOME. VY HOW HAS HE BEEN? 
I DID NOT EXPECT TO MISS \ HIS DEVELOPMENT? 
THE BOY SO MUCH. SHEHE 
I MUST BE GETTING SOFT 
IN MY OLD AGE. 


HE HAS EXCELLED IN HIS PHYSICAL TRAINING. 
HE IS STRONG-WILLED. DETERMINED TO LEARN. 
NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO EXHAUST. 


BUT I FEEL 
HE HAS YET TO ADDRESS 
THE LOSS OF HIS FAMILY. THERE 
(5 A VOID IN HIM. AND WITH THAT 
VOID A FEAR. HE BECOMES 
QUICKLY ATTACHED TO THOSE 
WHO CARE FOR HIM AND THEN 
WORRIES CONSTANTLY THAT 
THEY WILL LEAVE. 


HE ASKED ABOUT YOU RELENTLESSLY 
WHEN YOU WERE GONE. HE’LL WANT TO 
SPEND TIME WITH YOU. WE SHOULD 
TALK NOW BEFORE HE RETURNS. 
YOU MUST HAVE MUCH 

TO TELL. 


IT IS THAT VOID 
WE MUST MONITOR 
CLOSELY. 


BUT I STRUGGLE WITH HOW 
MUCH TRUTH YOU NEED 
TO KNOW. 


WE AGREED 
WHEN I LEFT T 
WAS TO FIND YOUR 
BROTHER NO 
MATTER THE 
MEANS. 


«I WARN 
YOU THAT PERHAPS 
(T (5 BEST TO LET HIM 
GO. HOLD ON TO WHAT 
MEMORIES YOU HAVE. 
LET THOSE BE YOUR 
VISION OF HIM. 


MY BROTHE! 
(5 NOT DEAD RETSU. 
I CANNOT JUST THINK 
OF HIM AS SOME 
GHOST FROM 
THE PAST. 


"TRYING TO LOCATE YOUR "T BEGAN TO TRAVEL THE 


YES. THE 
TAB, TORO UAB NO PUBLIC MORE I QUESTIONED, 
ee ee THE RESPONSES. TT WAS AS 
Marne Te cribe wis yeep ilhp Coals cab apa udd | THOUGH WORD OF MY CURIOSITY I BEGAN TO 
A CAREFUL MAN. ACCORDING eee en ene WAS SPREADING... LIKE I HAD PRESS THE MATTER, 
TO JAPAN, NEITHER OF YOU OEY, v. UNKNOWINGLY TAPPED FOCUSING ON THE YOLINGER 
WERE EVER BORN. INTO A SECRET. FIGHTERS. MANY OF THEM WERE 


SCARED AT THE MENTION OF HIS 
NAME... BUT MANY ALGO SEEMED 
EXCITED TO TALK. LIKE THERE 


"THIS MADE TRACKING WAS A DANGER IN BREAKING 
HIS RESIDENCY NEARLY THEIR SILENCE THEY COULD 
IMPOSSIBLE, NO MAILING NOT RESIST. 
ADDRESS IN HIS NAME. NO : 
LICENSES OF ANY KIND. 


"AND YET IN THE FIRST 
VILLAGES I VISITED NOT 
A SINGLE SENSE! WOULD 
ADMIT TO HAVING SEEN 


‘ 


‘ 
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"STORIES VARIED. SOME CALL AKUMA THE 
| DEVIL INCARNATE. AN EVIL DEMON CAST 
| FROM THE HEAVENS TO BRING SUFFERING 
| TO HUMANITY. OTHERS CALL HIM AN 
INHUMAN EXECUTIONER OF THE HIGHEST 
ORDER WHO REVELS IN SENDING SOLILS 
TO HELL. A MASTER OF PAIN AND DEATH. 


"E YOU LISTEN TO THE 
WINTER WINDS, SOME 
SAY, YOU CAN HEAR 


"AS WELL AS THE 
V pe ‘ ae se WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 


I REFUSE 
TO BELIEVE 
IT. 


AS Dol. 
THIS IS THE 
STUFF OF 
FOLKLORE. 


BUT GOUKEN, 
THERE ARE CERTAIN 
DETAILS OF HIS 
STORY THAT REMAIN 
THE SAME FROM 
VILLAGE TO 
VILLAGE... 


"AKUMA IS SAID TO RESIDE IN A 
HOME BUILT ATOP THE STEEPEST 
PEAK OUTSIDE THE EASTERN FALLS. 

HE LIVES ALONE, THEY SAY, AND 

NEVER LEAVES. THE TREK TO 

REACH HIM NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE. 


"THE FIGHTER ADMITS TO BEING BEATEN 
WITHIN A FEW STROKES OF DEATH... 
ONLY TO BE RETURNED TO HEALTH IN 
THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED. ONCE WELL, 
HE WAS SENT AWAY, GOLD IN HAND. 
ORDERED BY AKUMA TO TELL ALL 
FIGHTERS OF HIS CHALLENGE... THAT HE 
AWAITS THE WORLD'S BEST IN HOPE OF 
ONE DAY FINDING A WORTHY OPPONENT. 


"THE FIRST TO FIND HIM WAS AN 
LLUSTRIOUS FIGHTER FROM THAILAND. 
NEARING THE TWILIGHT OF HIS LIFE, 
HE OVERCAME THE TREACHEROUS 
TERRAIN WITH THE HELP OF TWO 
GUIDES, NEITHER OF WHOM SURVIVED. 


"ARRIVING WITH OFFERINGS OF 
FOOD, TEXTILES AND GOLD, THE | 
THAI FIGHTER ASKED AKUMA FOR 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO FIGHT. TO 
MEASURE HIMSELF AGAINST THE 

MAN HE HEARD (3 THE BEST. 


HIS OFFER 
WAS MET. 


"FOOD... CLOTHING... HE LIVES ONLY OFF 
THE OFFERINGS GIVEN TO HIM. WHEN 
A FIGHTER ARRIVES, HE MUST SPEND 

THE FIRST THREE DAYS HELPING 

AKUMA ADD TO A MASSIVE STONE WALL 

THAT SURROUNDS HIS HOME, IF, AFTER 
THIS, THE FIGHTER PERSISTS, AKUMA 

ACCEPTS HIS CHALLENGE. 


"THERE IS NOT A SINGLE FIGHTER 
WHO DARES CLAIM TO HAVE 
DEFEATED HIM. SOME, THEY 

SAY, HAVE NEVER RETURNED. 


"THOSE THAT HAVE TELL A SIMILAR |mm 
STORY. THAT OF A DARKENED SOLIL. 


” 


id hs 


te IN 
ISOLATED HILL... 


"THAT OF A SUPREME FIGHTER 
WHO, FOR REASONS BEYOND 
COMPREHENSION, SPENDS MUCH OF 
THE FIGHT, WITHOUT RETALIATION, 
ABSORBING THE VIOLENT ONSLAUGHT 
OF HIS OPPONENT. ONLY WHEN 
BLOODIED AND BATTERED, ON THE 
BRINK OF DEFEAT... ONLY THEN DOES 
HE UNLEASH HIS OWN ASSAULT. 


"HE IS FAR GONE 
GOUKEN. PERHAPS IT IS 
TIME YOU LET HIM GO... 
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I WANT TO 
CONVINCE YOU TO 
COME HOME. YOUR 

SUFFERING HAS 
GONE ON LONG 
ENOUGH. 


BUT IT AM NOT 
HERE TO FIGHT, 


~~ ILOOKED TO 
EXACTLY WHAT YOu ANSATSUKEN TO FIND 

ARE GOING THROUGH POWER. AND WITH THAT & : ; - - 

AKUMA. I KNOW THE POWER, CONTROL. ENOUGH pO ‘ , ; BUT 
PATH YOU ARE WALKING. _ CONTROL TO NEVER P r b THAT LEVEL 

WHEN MOTHER DIEDI FEEL PAIN... OR SADNESS. “oa OF CONTROL IS 
FELT THE SAME. IT WAS AGAIN. / IMPOSSIBLE. 

EASIER TO BE ANGRY 
THAN IT WAS TO BE SAD. 
\ EASIER TO FIGHT THAN 

IT WAS TO SHED 
TEARS. 


(COME HOME, 
AKUMA. . 
; DON’T WALK 
THIS PATH 


ALONE. IT LEADS 
NOWHERE. 


I THOUGHT THAT YOU SEEING V THERE ARE FOOD, CLOTHES 
ME WOULD CHANGE THINGS. BUTI AND BLANKETS IN THE BAG. 
SEE I'VE WASTED MY TIME. RETSU I WISH YOU WELL, AKUMA. AS 

WAS RIGHT. YOU ARE TOO  NRGE ANYONE. I DOUBT 


FAR GONE. 4 WE'LL SEE EACH OTHER 
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GS co) 
\ A WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
» WR 


= 
uP! YOU 
7 CHALLENGE \ 


«EVEN WHEN 
IT WAS YOU SHE 
CALLED OUT FOR 

WITH HER LAST 
BREATH. 


OR MAYBE 
YOU'RE RUNNING 
FROM THIS 
FIGHT... 


7 LIKE YOU RAN 
\ FROM US... 
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BEFORE YOU CAN 
BEGIN YOUR TRAINING, 
AKUMA, I MUST ASK YOU 


A QUESTION I ASK ALL 
MY NEW PUPILS. 


WHAT IS IT, 
MASTER? 


I NEED TO KNOW 
WHAT IT IS YOU HOPE 


TO TAKE FROM YOUR 
TIME HERE. 


MY FATHER 
(S DEAD. MY MOTHER 
AND BROTHER GONE. 
MY OLD LIFE BURNED 
AWAY IN THE FIRE. 


' 
BONUS - CHARACTER DESIGNS 
. 


——¥ Since our story takes place over a long period of time, we needed to consider both Akuma and 
=, Gouken’s appearances over the years. Throughout Street Fighter Origins: Akuma, our titular character 
RR a gradually changse from an average boy into the dark “Master of the Fist” we all love to fear. 


AKUMA 


Fl 4s 


GOUKEN 


oned 
aliases. 


Lu 
BONUS - CHARACTER DESIGNS 


As the story progressed, we wanted to keep the brothers’ exact ages a bit ambigouous. To this end, 
we decided that Gouken would have white hair even as a boy. This allowed us to bring him pretty 
close to his modern “old man” look of Street Fighter IV by the end of the graphic novel, even 
though he is probably only in his early 40s by that time. 
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BONUS - OFFICIAL GAME ART 


SUPER STREET SUPER STREET STREET FIGHTER STREET FIGHTER 
FIGHTER II TURBO FIGHTER II TURBO ALPHA ALPHA 2 
BENGUS IKENO BENGUS EDAYAN 


SUPER STREET FIGHTER II 
TURBO REVIVAL 
EDAYAN 


STREET FIGHTER ALPHA 3 
BENGUS 


Vu 


STREET FIGHTER III 
3RD STRIKE 
IKENO 
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STREET FIGHTER STREET FIGHTER III STREET FIGHTER III 
ALPHA 3 2ND IMPACT 3RD STRIKE : 
BENGUS BENGUS IKENO STREET FIGHTER IV 


POLYGON PICTURES 


STREET FIGHTER IV 
IKENO 


SUPER STREET FIGHTER IV 
ARCADE EDITION (ONI) 
IKENO 
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STREET FIGHTER IV ei 
POLYGON PICTURES 


STREET FIGHTER III 
2ND IMPACT 
BENGUS 


SUPER STREET FIGHTER II 
TURBO REVIVAL 
EDAYAN 
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STREET FIGHTER ALPHA 3 
BENGUS 
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SUPER PUZZLE SUPER PUZZLE SUPER PUZZLE 
FIGHTER II TURBO FIGHTER II TURBO FIGHTER II TURBO 
IKENO IKENO IKENO 


SUPER STREET FIGHTER IV SUPER STREET FIGHTER IV 
POLYGON PICTURES ARCADE EDITION (ONI) 
POLYGON PICTURES 
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